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then naturally devolve upon the major descendants. Much
of the present imbecility of the children of the wealthy will
go, if the latter can but substitute the worthy ambition
of educating their children to become independent for the
unworthy ambition of making them slaves of ancestral
property, which kills enterprise and feeds the passions
which accompany idleness, and luxury. The privilege of the
awakened women should be to spot and eradicate age-long
evils.
That mutual lust too has played an important part in
bringing about the disqualifications of the fair sex hardly
needs any demonstration. Woman has circumvented man
in a variety of ways in her unconsciously subtle ways, as
man has vainly and equally unconsciously struggled to
thwart woman in gaining ascendancy over him. The result
is a stalemate. Thus viewed, it is a serious problem the
enlightened daughters of Bharata Mata are called upon to
solve. They may not ape the manner of the West, which
may be suited to its environment. Theirs must be the
strong, controlling, purifying, steadying hand, conserv-
ing what is best in our culture and unhesitatingly
rejecting what is base and degrading. This is the work of
Sitas, Draupadis, Savitris and Damayantis, not of amazons
and prudes.
Young India, 17-10-'29